As noted in the gram below- I'm "faking it" this month without the
newsletter heading, logo, masthead, etc...because of 'computer ailments'.
Our meeting comes up a week away- this time at the new Woodcraft Store in
Norfolk- pretty central to all, so I hope you'll make an effort to join us -
7 PM -Monday 26 January '04.  We have an interesting gent/presentation for
you from one of Norfolk's prestigious furniture restorers- we have some wood
for sale- we have some new faces to greet- and we hope to have our chairs on
hand (see request for a couple of volunteers to help out).
We would love to see anything you  crafted for the holidays - if the one who
received your gift will let it out of the house for the evening! SHOW & TELL
is always a favorite- hope to see you there.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
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   I¹ll start with a Happy New year wish to all of you- trusting that a few
goodies have found their way from under the tree to the workshop.
Because my Œputer is hard-down, I¹m having to put this brief note together
on the wife¹s lap top...and it means I¹ll spend the next hour manually
loading in the 90-some e-mail addresses to this header before I get to hit
the SEND button.   Enough of my probs-
here¹s a quick reminder of our up and coming meeting - Monday 26 January-
7PM...but here¹s the ³news²...
You might say by popular request - we are moving this month¹s meeting to the
³new guy in town.²  The offer from the new Woodcraft  Store which just
opened  in Janef Center, owned by Bill and Heather Caillet   -for our club
to meet in there large classroom space -has been accepted.  We came to
realize that we had a fair number of our membership that felt the great
meeting  digs  at the Virginia Beach Tech/Career Development Center was too
far out of their way. We lost attendance from folks on the peninsula and out
Suffolk way- who have since indicated that the central location of the
Military Hwy.-Virginia Beach Blvd. Woodcraft Store would be much more
convenient (to making the meetings. )  So-  for January - at least- still
7PM- 4th Monday of the month,  we¹ll hope to see you- and some new faces- at
the first meeting of Œ04.

I mentioned new faces- several shoppers at the new Woodcraft Store signed on
our invitation list posted at the counter- to try us on for size. I¹ve added
the dozen e-mail addresses to this posting to invite them to join us for
this month¹s get-together.

Member Ken Craig, this month¹s program coordinator, has  arranged for a
visit from Ales. Merlo, proprietor of Merlo¹s Restoration, Refinishing and
Furniture Repair.  Merlo¹s is one of the premier furniture shops in downtown
Norfolk - has a very fine reputation as one of the best-  I trust they will
not shy away  from giving us a few tips on finishing and repairing- knowing
that every one of us that has a garage shop is bound to be faced with a
neighbor who might ask  us to reglue a family rocker or replace a headboard
spindle... and that we¹re not ³taking away business² from the professionals!
I hope you¹ll join us - and feel free to ask a lot of questions from someone
who¹s  ³been there- done that² in furniture restoration  for over 50 years.

Being the start of the calendar year- we will begin collecting our annual
dues again this January.  Trusting that our treasury will open the gates -
please see Gene George (preferably with a check to ³Tidewater Woodworkers²)
-for $15 for the year.  We intend to pass out the new membership cards as
dues are collected.

Two final notes - re WOOD OPPORTUNITIES - after I make an open request for
some help-legwork.  I am going to be out of touch this next weekend - Friday
23- Monday 26 PM - on a quick visit to my Colorado youngsters. My returning
flight is scheduled to arrive Norfolk 5:30 PM Monday afternoon - and if all
connections are made on time- I should make the meeting at 7PM.  Should I
not be on scene - please- one of the club officers or program committee guys
-please step forward- make sure everyone gets to meet any new faces- point
out our Treasurer - who collect dues- ask for SHOW and TELL to be shared-
and introduce Ken Craig -to introduce our guest from ARLO¹s...
The second request-  if  a couple of members could donate an hour and a half
this week- to pick-up our folding chairs at theVaBch Tech school - load them
in the back of a pickup truck or two (recollection is that we have about 38
chairs) - and deliver them to the Woodcraft Store. I have cleared it with
Bill Caillet for their storage- in return for their use in other classroom
sessions.  I have seen advertised in one of the tool catalogs a four-foot
long heavy duty rolling cart for a few dollars over $100 that should make
our chair stowage neat and easy.  If one or two of you could reply to me
early this week- I will be happy to meet and join the working party to move
these chairs...(Pat Taylor - 481-3167 / <pctaylor55@cox.net> ).

And finally- - two good deals in the offering :

long time member-now retired,  Earl Odell,  has offered up some nice cherry
- for the asking-
pieces surfaced/planed - and ready to go -not a large stash, but enough as
purchased with an end  table in mind.
Call Earl- in Norfolk - 588-1244 / or email- <earlodell@aol.com>

maybe the chance of a lifetime-if you are interested in some real tight
(antique) yellow pine at tremendous savings.  Member Paul Garrity - with his
Saw-Mizer in tow- has run across the demolition/raizing of  some warehouses
at the Norfolk International Terminal - down off Hampton Blvd. , Norfolk-
buildings that went up around 1910 or so...and constructed with the likes of
timbers seldom seen. Real yellow pine- cut a century ago- 16 rings to the
inch on some stock....3-inch thick flooring and beams and joists measuring
8x12 and 6x10...up to 20 feet long!   Their are bound to be some nails
present in the wood...but the demo crew is taking some care to preserve the
timbers.  This stock is selling at $1.75 bd-ft  if the customer hand picks
his lumber...and at $1.50 bd-ft for the bundle as it ³comes off the top.²
Paul advised me that the crew/sellers are not geared for the individual
looking for a board or two...and you figure a 6x12  timber 20 feet long is
already  at 120 board-feet...over $200 worth- so what we¹re looking for is a
club- or at least- a group interest in this offering.  While it¹s easy to
get excited over such a deal- let me point out- one is not likely to get
such a timber as that in the back of a pick-up truck.  And if not being
³nickel-dimed² means the sellers want to move a little lumber- then we¹re
talking at least 3, 4, 5 or more individuals who are ready (maybe with a
chain saw to make some pieces transportable) to visit the site as a group-
and maybe with a trailer to really haul a load they would share.  Unless
you¹re building a barn with these timbers- you¹re going to want to carefully
scan the stock with a metal detector, and then find a shop capable (and
willing) to mill the lumber to individual wants and needs. As an aside- you
won¹t find the military base Hobby Shops too open to planing lumber they
have not sold off their own lot. Just things to consider- but all in all- an
opportunity to own some yellow pine not seen very often- and not to be seen
again...we¹re talking trees that stood 60- 100 years in nearly virgin
forests- now non-existent.
Again- for any and all that want a pice of the action-  please touch base
with Paul Garrity- he¹s busier than a one-arm bandit (sorry  Œbout that ,
Paul) in the field since Hurricane ³Izzie² last fall - but he is prepared to
put a pack of troops together for a visit to the NIT site for a buying
spree.  Paul- at 488-9324,  e-mail  <sawdust24@cox.net>  .
Hope to see you all Monday eve...till then- Keep it with the GRAIN.
Pat
