  The TIDEWATER WOOD WORKERS GUILD Regular 25 October 2004 Meeting convened at The WOODCRAFT Store in the JANAF Shopping Center in Norfolk, VA 7:03 PM EDT with President Pat Taylor calling the Meeting to order. Preliminary to the program, Pat mentioned the upcoming woodworkers show and sale at the WOODCRAFT store on 20 and 21 November 2004, and calling for participation both in offering items for sale and staffing. One or two hands were raised in response, and Pat noted that there would be a 10% donation to charity from the sale price of each item sold.  Pat also noted that he was aware of some items being promised by individuals.   A new member, Bill Myers was asked to introduce himself. Pat mentioned possible changes in our by-laws (published and with suggested changes being solicited in the newsletter). It was announced that scrap wood from the schooner Virginia is no longer available. The workbench project is in the planning stage with discussion of types of wood and workshop design under discussion. Bob Fred is the leading light in that project; and a sign-up list will be posted and distributed on the Club¹s e-mail list.
   Next was show and tell, and John Moore shared his Hall Table of solid walnut, having turned legs and a heavy top, copied from an antique in Charleston, SC. Joinery was of sistered corners and 4-biscuits each corner, providing outstanding strength. The table was unfinished; but will get several coats of oil. John also displayed his old sailing gloves, whee the finger-tips are cut out- and mentioned how well they worked as finishing gloves. 
        A call was issued for volunteers to work as docents on the Battleship Wisconsin, the need being great and the possibility of losing the use of the ship being real.
   Gene George showed a 4-legged footstool made by a great-grandfather and which had a broken leg; he inquired as to the best method of repair the leg without destroying the integrity of the antique. A number of suggestions were offered.
   The program was then introduced. Bob Christian who carves and finishes Carrousel Horses, was one of two presenters, and his assistant, ³Vinnie²  followed his presentation- with the repair of damaged furniture and finishes.
   Bob Christian presented the elements of construction and carving, both small work and his full size carousel horses. In addition to carousel horses he also carves chess figures, wildlife images and other decorations, some of which he showed. Basswood, white pine, white cedar and juniper are commonly used woods, walnut also being an excellent carving wood.
   After providing a bit of the history of carousels, and offered some books on carousel making, he then demonstrated a variety of tools and techniques used for carving. The carousel horses are made in three (3) sizes: 1/3 life, 2/3 life and full size; and, in order to enable the carver ​ and the finisher - to work with desirable grain direction it is necessary to join a number of wood sections before proceeding with carving. Always carve at a tangent, carve toward yourself, and carve downhill. Chisels, knifes, rasps and rifflers were all demonstrated. Bob also stated that he had no objection to the use of power tools and duplicators. Indeed, he pointed that , legally, a single cut by hand qualifies an article to be sold as hand-carved; this was illustrated by referring to a merchant who purchased a number of machine carved owls and who then sat in his shop with a knife and a stock owl, carving an occasional chip and selling the article for a high price.
   This legal twist was also illustrated by a certain rebellious note in early English colonists who would manufacture furniture in North America but for a minor part, shipping the articles to England for that part and then importing them for sale here, thus creating local industry and by-passing the law. This was also illustrated in the use of common woods stained to match rare ones, thus commanding a higher price and resulting in our contemporary attitudes toward the color of cabinets and their materials.
   The second presenter, ³Vinnie²,  demonstrated the process of repairing damages to furniture, e.g., gouges, scratches, etc. The process involves (1) filling the depression with colored shellac, wood stain, sanding and lacquer; the skill involved is that of matching colors, wielding the shellac melting tools carefully, using the proper abrasives (e.g. sandpaper or pumice) and selecting colors ​ all of which require both sensitivity and experience. However, using proper materials with proper skill results in repairs that defy detection. These techniques are also useful in any furniture finishing as well as in repairs.
   In selecting colors, light colors (the lightest match possible) is the appropriate starting point, with any darkening done in the final stages. Natural light is the best, because color tends to change with changes in light; and damage should be repaired with the surface in the same position in which it would be viewed in use.
   Vinnie demonstrated the use of an epoxy putty that can be kneaded until mixed, then applied in position and allowed to harden (12 minutes), then filed and/or sanded to final shape, then colored and finished as wood. Texture or graining is done with appropriate brushes or pointed objects. 
   The program ended, Pat expressed a desire for those involved in developing other Guild activities to gather for a conference.
   The meeting adjourned at approximately 8:40 PM EDT.

Respectfully submitted,
Bill Hoffman, Secretary
   

Bob¹s Christian¹s Phone Number: 757-497-3736   He has offered to help anyone interested in carving.
Finishing products manufactured by:
Mohawk Finishing Products, Inc., Amsterdam, NY 12010 (An RPM Co.)
   Available locally from WOODCRAFT
Other products, Abrasives, pumice, etc. available from SHERWIN WILLIAMS
