TWWWG Meeting Minutes   28 March 2005

The president called the meeting to order at 8:04 PM Monday eve, 28 March. As announced in the newsletter preceding the March meeting, the first order of business was to conduct the raffle for the maple workbench top donated to the club by Myron Curtis. Chances were offered at $1.00 for a single ticket, or 5 tickets for $3.00. The club raised $162 for the treasury...and the winning ticket was held by one of the guests that evening, Earl Fitchett.

The meeting being announced as a Show and Tell evening, members came prepared to show off some really nice work. First up was a walnut bureau- a four-drawer chest in walnut build by Martin Carter for member Tom Meade. Martin¹s craftsmanship was evident in every aspect of this chest- from the solid poplar drawer bottoms to the hand cut dovetails at drawer corners. Martin said he prefers not to fill the grain of open grained wood in order to “feel” the texture, so he used coats of orange shellac and a favorite moisture resistant Sherwin Williams spray lacquer to produce a handsome satin warmth. His solid brass hardware came from Horton & Paxton.
Martin¹s second piece was a 36-inch round mahogany “Corner Table” as it was called in its period. The top was turned on his lathe, and then the radius hand carved in an almost rope type pattern. The top was mounted on its pedestal such that it both rotated freely, and by removing a wooden key, it could tilt a full 90 degrees to allow it to show its top in an out of the way corner of a room. The solid mahogany legs were hand carved with Philadelphia-style ball and claw feet. He used an Old Masters stain which is very forgiving where dried glue squeeze-out at joints can be removed with a scraper and never broadcast that tell-tail through the stain finish. Again, Martin used his favorite lacquer finish. 
Bob Fred presented several of his homemade bench planes that not only look like artwork...they cut like a dream.  Bob has made a lot of planes over the years...one he designed with a moving front throat - and all of them with contrasting woods...from maple to rosewood. He pointed out the absolute necessity to let your thick stock sit for up to a year in the workshop environment before cutting and assembly takes place. He showed off a handsome cutting board made from thick end grain Angelique wood gathered from the scrap pile at the building yard for the Schooner Virginia in downtown Norfolk.  
John Moore showed us his walnut Chippendale hall mirror for which he scrolled detailed scallops all the way around the frame.  His bevel cut mirror was a special order from the local Binswanger Glass Company.  Gene George produced his shop made jig for making perfect fit bridle-joints on the table saw-   especially suitable for corner joinery.  Frank Pogue shared his duck-shaped band saw box with a slide-out drawer. The Yellow Pine piece had dark grain markings that lent itself to the body and beak of the duck, making for a perfectly natural looking bird.  Jerry Hobbs shared his shop made mallet made up of laminated zebrawood and bubinga, then turned on the lathe. Not only handsome, but also hefty and rock hard for driving carving tools and chisels. Finally, Pat Taylor showed the jig he made for repeated cuts of thin stock on the table saw. The jig body was a 4-inch long length of 3/4-inch hardwood, tuned to fit firmly in the saw left miter gage slot. A 3/16 inch deep by 1 inch wide slot held a thin maple strip marked in 1/8 inch graduations, which could be used to measure the distance to the saw blade for cuts that left the strips free of the fence; this way, the table saw fence was adjusted for each cut to place the working stock to meet the jig¹s ruler.
Michael Gellar has offered a complete collection of Fine Woodworking magazines to the club for its lending library. We will post this listing of issues on our web site to go along with the listing of woodworking videos we have for club member use. If our host, the Woodcraft Store will allow us to store these magazines on site, we will need several volunteers to build the club a bookcase-cabinet to store both our videos and magazine libraries- The club will reimburse volunteer members for the materials necessary for such a cabinet...let us know if you can help,
Fred Olds thanked those members who donated woodwork items for the Cancer Relay for Life Charity Drive which comes up this May. Martin Carter donated a set of three turned walnut candlesticks; Doc Shoup offered up a highly detailed antique-1930’s vintage fire truck he made of various contrasting hardwoods to show off the equipment and features; Pat Taylor contributed a desk set with barometer, letter holder and pen set in a 2 inch slab of Angelique - with the engraved brass plate identifying the wood as having come from the building of the schooner Virginia. Members have the opportunity to make a donation to this annual fund raiser sponsored by our local cancer survivors - up through this coming April meeting. It’s a great cause - fighting a dreaded disease.
Finally, the up and coming meeting fare and guests were announced:  Ray Journagen, who runs his local shop as the “Colonial Craftsman” will join us in April- Ray last showed off some construction techniques in his reproduction pencil bed to the club - some 10-12 years ago. Then, in May we welcome back Fran Foster, a former woodworking teacher in the Virginia Beach school system, before he got kicked upstairs to executive management.
Two new members joined our ranks in March: welcome aboard to Joe Jacobs and Chuck McCoy. We now have a 58 dues paid members.... still some 213 names on the mailing list; this list will be pared down at the end of April to dues paid members.
The meeting was adjourned at 8:55 PM
Fred Olds/ Secty- Pat Taylor /Pres
